
National Federation of the Blind of Michigan

2003 – Separate Agency Resolution

WHEREAS:  2003 is the 25th year anniversary of the passage of Public Act 260 of 1978, and;

WHEREAS:  It was the intent of this organization and other blind consumers that the Commission would be responsive to the needs of all blind citizens of Michigan including Senior Blind Citizens, working age blind people and blind children, and;

WHEREAS:  The Commission has been placed in the Department of Labor and Economic Growth, and;

WHEREAS:  This organization and other blind consumers endorsed a position paper calling for the removal of the Commission from the Family Independence Agency containing nine points as follows:

1.  Access to the Department Director by the Commission Board and Executive

Director.

2. Ability to have MCB directly present its budget needs to the

House/Senate Appropriations Committees and DMB budget staff.

3. Receptivity/support for compliance with accessibility issues.

4.  Supportive services that truly support MCB operations and enhance and

expedite service delivery.

5. A simple method of payment for procuring client services and

equipment.

6. Sufficient autonomy in marketing and public relations efforts.

7. Encouragement for gathering and utilizing consumer input.

8. Support and facilitation of MCB's on-going efforts to improve.

9. Encouragement of intradepartmental program cooperation, and;

WHEREAS: this position paper also called, in no uncertain terms, for  a separate agency, in no way co-mingled with the general rehabilitation agency, and;

WHEREAS:  The Department of Labor and Economic Growth also houses Michigan Rehabilitation Services, and;

WHEREAS:  The National Federation of the Blind of Michigan is distressed by the possibility of merger of operations possible due to the close proximity within the bureaucracy, and;

WHEREAS:  A commitment to the 9 points would show a good-faith effort to maintain separate rehabilitation services for blind people, and;

WHEREAS:  Direct access to the Department director and to the Legislature provide a degree of autonomy envisioned in 1978, but not achieved in the Commission's 25 year history, and;

WHEREAS:  Such access would demonstrate in a palpable way that the Commission is safe from any immediate plans for merger.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this organization in Convention assembled this 9th day of November, 2003 call upon Governor Granholm and Director Holister to Structure the Department in such a way that the Commission Director has a direct reporting line to the Department Director and that the Commission Director has direct access to the Department of Management and Budget and the Legislature to advocate for the Commission Budget and to issue policy stating that there will be absolutely no co-mingling of activities, services, personnel or other resources between the Commission and Michigan Rehabilitation Services that in any way diminish or appear to diminish the quality or quantity of services provided to blind people by the Commission, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization calls upon Director Holister to set in motion policies and procedures to fully implement all other points contained within the Position Paper.


