1999 CAVANAUGH DISSERTATION SUMMARY

The more recent Cavanaugh study (dissertation) examined differences in services and outcomes of legally blind consumers across separate and combined agencies while controlling for preexisting differences in disability and demographic characteristics.  RSA-911 data from FY 1995 were used to identify client disability and demographic characteristics.  An index of work disadvantage and a disability and demographic score were developed and applied to FY 1996 data on all legally blind clients closed in the 50 states.

Three hypotheses were tested.  The number, duration and costs of services were not statistically significant related to agency structure types.  However, the competitive employment rate of legally blind clients was significantly higher in separate agencies and there is some evidence that average earnings at closure is also higher in separate agencies.

